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They also discovered new sea-routes -and new centres of trade. The
navy could be further used to protect the coasts of England and fight
her battles on the sea whenever necessary.

4. It aimed at increasing the national wealth of the country so
that the people were prosperous and the Government Treasury was
full. It is material prosperity that generally keeps a people conten-
ted and enables a government to face its difficulties and problems
with success. National wealth is one of the most important factors
in the economic and political life of a people.

Griffith on the Mercantile system, ''Mercantile system was self-
contained aggressive economic nationalism. It implies the study of
Corn Laws, Navigation Acts and Colonial Trade Regulations enacted
by the English Parliament from the fifteenth to eighteenth century in
order to exalt the country in economic sphere".

Mercantile system under the Tudors. To stop the enclosure
movement, i.e., to encourage agriculture, Henry VII passed a law in
1489 by which he forbade his subjects to enclose land for pastures.
Henry VII gave protection and encouragement to industry and did his
best to promote maritime and commercial activities of his people.
Henry VII passed a Navigation Act in 1485 with the object of giving
a bloV to the trade of France, stating that French wine and wool
be brought to England only in English ships equipped with English-
men.

Henry VII was not in favour of foreign companies trading with
England and imposed severe restrictions on their trading activities
with a view to discourage them. Growth of home industries receiv-
ed his due attention. He was of the view that wealth was a great
power and much could be achieved by wealth. He, therefore, did
his best to increase the national wealth of two countries. He left a
secure throne and full treasury to his son, A number of Corn Laws
were passed under the Tudors and the Stuarts to protect English agrir
culture but since they strictly forbade the import of foreign corn, -the
price of corn in England went high and finally the Cora Laws had
to be cancelled in 1846 under Peel.

To discourage the enclosure movement, Elizabeth passed an Act
in 1580 by which the maximum number of sheep which a person could
possess was fixed at 2,000. To promote industries, Elizabeth decided
to control the corrupted craft guilds and the organisers of medieval
industries by passing several Acts to reform them. Several Acts had
already been passed by Henry VII and Edward VI to the above end,
Elizabeth passed Statute of Artificers also known as Statute of Apr
prentices (1563) by which the wages of the labourers were to be fix-
ed not by the guild association but by the Justices of the Peace and
the Act also provided means for adequate training of the labourers
so as to enable them to produce goods of better quality. Lord
Burghely, the chief adviser of Elizabeth, took a prominent, ptrt tit
pushing forward the Mercantile system. Many industries like ship
building, fishing and manufacture of gun-powder, glass, silk, brass
work, paper, common salt, finer woollen clothes, alum, etc., were en-